AS   PIONEERS   OF   CHRISTIANITY
they wintered at Mozambique (in those days the graveyard of
Portugal).    Its moral degradation was unbelievable."
Xavier reached Goa in the evening of May 6, 1542, remaining
there until September, when he embarked on his first mission. He
reported that the moral and financial corruption at Goa was
indescribable. The whites he termed the worst enemies of them-
selves, the native population and of the faith. " Natives were sold
into an appalling slavery on the very steps of the cathedral or
Government House ; officials were the worst offenders, or, if they
protested, were either murdered or recalled."
Xavier reported favourably on one person only. This was the
Bishop of Goa, a Franciscan whom he found to be a devoted man
. . . " But in all India hardly two or three priests were preaching.
Mass was said practically nowhere save in the capital ".
Francis Xavier, to whom the Portuguese largely owe their
unique reputation as carriers of the Christian faith all over the
world, was a Basque, the sixth son of Don Juan de Jaxu, a court
official, and Dona Maria de Azpilcueuta, the daughter of an im-
poverished border-country nobleman and a descendant of the royal
houses of Navarre and Aragon. He has been variously pictured,
by the Rev. C. C. Martindale, as a young man who went to study
at the University of Paris, " for nothing short of the supreme
university could satisfy his sense of what was due to him ", and by
Mr. Maurice Collis as " essentially ecstatic, of tremendous emotional
force for whom vision had a much greater value than learning.
. . . Both of them (Loyola and Xavier) had been through a spiritual
crisis, after which they both abandoned the life of hunting, society,
and war to which, the one as a Spaniard and the other as a Basque
aristocrat, they had been born, and conceiving the idea of the regen-
eration of Catholicism, menaced by its own internal weaknesses,
the rise of the new learning, and the appearance of the new heresies,
they founded the Society of Jesus, thereafter dividing the work,
Loyola selecting Europe as his field, and Xavier Asia. The conversion
of the whole Orient was Xavier's ambition and he felt within him a
sufficient force of soul to accomplish this miracle/'5 Both pictures are
accurate. Under his father, Don Juan de Jaxu, the family prospered
and, for a time at least, Xavier the boy shared its fortunes and prob-
ably lived the normal life of a youngster of means and aristocratic
birth. But, drawn into a quarrel between Navarre and Castile, the
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